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Stakeholder theory holds that businesses exist 
to do more than just make profits and money for 
shareholders. Instead, they function best and 
serve the greater good when their actions reflect 
what’s best for all stakeholders – employees, 
suppliers, the community, partners, and, of 
course, shareholders. This presentation will 
focus on the origins of stakeholder theory and its 
development by business scholars.  Moreover, the 
lecture will explore the connections to business 
ethics and business strategy and suggest several 
fruitful research questions for the future.
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