Abstract

Cyborg Authorship: Writing with Al

This talk explores the human function in Al writing. While generative Al does not
possess human-like consciousness, its use can still be creative. Large language
models can serve as platforms for cyborg authorship. Al's role in contemporary LLM-
based narrative writing is to serve both a co-author and interlocutor. Alignment for Al
safety can sometimes serve as censorship and there are challenges in maintaining a
balance with the constrainsts of the platforms to produce compelling narrative
experiences. The essence of Al-driven creativity lies in its meaningful interaction with
humans in forms of writing that are best understood as dialogic collaborations
between the human interacting with the system and the Al. Pulling from examples
from his works Republicans in Love, Fin du Monde, and other experiments in text-to-
image, text-to-text, and text-to-code generation, Rettberg will demonstrate how
writers are beginning to use generative Al to produce new forms and genres of
electronic literature.
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