Thanks to the collaboration between Vilnius University and
Ca' Foscari University of Venice, the workshop explores
our posthuman condition in the “patchy Anthropocene”,
as defined by Anna Lowenhaupt Tsing. According to the
anthropologist, this condition requires us to resist the
unifying and totalising perspective of the globe and land
on Earth. That would mean acknowledging our patchy,
heterogeneous, discontinuous situation, which is fragile
and temporal. In other words, “critical”.

The workshop will explore Tsing’s notion of “patches”

and Bruno Latour's notion of “critical zones," alongside
Gaia theory, as new modes of existence. These modes of
existence require a new “patchy epistemics”: new ways of
assembling knowledge that involve scientific observation,
speculative aesthetics, speculative fabulation, and other
ways of participating in Anthropocene worlds.

Besides these new theoretical approaches, the workshop
will discuss the different ways in which contemporary
artistic practices engage with the “patchy Anthropocene”.
These practices imply not only rethinking space across
multiple scales and discontinuous “patches”, but also
redefining time through speculative archaeology.
Speculative archaeology implies the nonlinear
conception of time: it looks for alternative scenarios

of the past and also suggests orientation towards the
future. This reorientation goes beyond the human
spacetime coordinates and helps us to imagine the post-
Anthropocene future. The seminar will invite the audience
to discuss both theoretical and artistic ways to examine
nonhuman geographies, speculative aesthetics, and
imaginary futurity in the post-Anthropocene world.

The Workshop is part of the Pavilion Days, organised in
relation to the works of Eglé Budvytyté, who is representing

the Republic of Lithuania at the 61st Biennale Arte in Venice.

Drawing upon the research and theories of Lithuanian
archaeologist Marija Gimbutas, the artist reexamines
archaeological sites which still bear traces of Neolithic
matrilineal, animist societies. In her exhibition, animism
sing anarchy, the artist questions colonial approaches to
the Earth and invents her unique performative practices
of decolonisation. Working through the body and within a
specific space, the artwork interrupts the linearity of time,
redirects the lines of evolution and returns posthuman
bodies to the wilderness of the Earth.
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PROGRAMME

10.00-10.30 Francesco Ragazzi (Ca’ Foscari University
of Venice), Queering the Venetian Time-Space. A
Philosophical Portfolio

10.30-11.00 Egidijus Mardosas (Vilnius University),
Patchy Utopia for Patchy Anthropocene

11.00-11.30 Francesco Urbano (NABA — Nuova
accademia di Belle Arti Milano), Growing Images. Jonas
Mekas and the Ecology of Cinema

11.30-12.00 Coffee Break

12.00-12.30 Aistis Zekevitius (Vilnius University/
Lithuanian Culture Research Institute), The
Undercommon Patch: Fugitive Life in the
Anthropocene

12.30-13.00 Cristina Baldacci (Ca'Foscari University
of Venice), More-Than-Human Memory: Artistic
practices and Natural Archives

Eglé Budvytyte, animism sings anarchy, 2026. Three-channel
filminstallation, 16 mm film transferred to 4K projection, 40
min. ©Eglé Budvytyte, 2026

13.00-13.30 Anda Pleniceanu (Vilnius University),
Fragile Gestures: Informal Matter and the
Stratigraphy of the Lagoon

13.30-15.00 Lunch Break

15.00-15.30 Mintautas Gutauskas (Vilnius University),
Being-towards-extinction: Speculative Future for the
Presence in the Patchy Anthropocene

15.30-16.00 Rata Simutyté (Vilnius University),
Inflammation: Canguilhem, Derrida, and Medical
Metaphor in Contemporary Art

16.00-16.30 Vaiva Daraskeviciaté (Vilnius University),
Patchy Anthropocene, Aesthesis and Feral Futures

16.30-17.30 Audroné Zukauskaité (Vilnius University/
Lithuanian Culture Research Institute), Archaeology of
Extinction and the Rewilding of the Earth




