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Abstract
Most people believe they possess an immate-
rial soul that will survive the death of the body. 
In sharp contrast, the current scientific con-
sensus rejects the traditional soul, although 
this conclusion is rarely discussed publicly. In 
this presentation, a cognitive scientist breaks 
the taboo and explains why modern science 
leads to this controversial conclusion. Al-
though the new scientific view of personhood 
departs radically from traditional religious 
conceptions, a coherent, meaningful, and 
sensitive appreciation of what it means to be 
human remains intact. We do not lose any-
thing by letting go of our soul beliefs; we even 
have something important to gain.
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“The bestseller list is crowded with books—some by naïfs, others by charlatans—which announce 
that the existence of ghosts is a scientific fact and the key to a meaningful life. Thank goodness for 
The Soul Fallacy. With patience, good nature, and relentless rationality, Julien Musolino shows that 
we humans are a part of the natural world and subject to its comprehensible laws. Even better, he 
shows that this triumph over superstition and hocus-pocus is a cause for celebration, not despair.”

STEVEN PINKER • Johnstone Family Professor of Psychology,  
Harvard University, and author of How the Mind Works and The Blank Slate

“More than 60 percent of Americans believe that immortal souls exist. Despite the absence of any 
credible evidence, these believers make the extraordinary claim that personalized phantoms contain 
the unique personality and memories of their temporary hosts. To the rescue comes this powerful, 
enjoyable, and well-researched book that exposes soul belief to be vacant and without form. Best 
of all,  it is uplifting and inspirational, constructive and positive. The Soul Fallacy does not attempt 

to force an unbearable view on people and cruelly rob them of a precious belief. It is, rather, an 
invaluable gift of science and reason designed to help them figure out such things on their own.”

GUY P. HARRISON • Author of Think: Why You Should Question Everything  
and 50 Simple Questions for Every Christian

“In the Middle Ages almost everyone believed in the witch theory of causality: that women  
cavorting with demons caused assorted maladies and calamities. Today no one in the Western world 
believes in witches because the witch theory of causality was replaced by scientific explanations for 
these happenings. In The Soul Fallacy, Musolino does for souls what earlier scientists did to witches: 

he explains why souls don’t exist, then shows that science offers a better explanation for the workings  
of the mind and other beliefs that souls supposedly explained, and finally offers a deeper, richer,  

and more fulfilling worldview grounded in science instead of superstition.”

MICHAEL SHERMER • Publisher of Skeptic magazine, monthly columnist 
 for Scientific American, and author of The Believing Brain and The Moral Arc

“A fascinating demonstration that souls, selves, inner essences—at least as they are traditionally 
conceived—are only compelling chimeras. In this vibrant book, Musolino offers a more scientific 

understanding of these common notions.”

JOHN ALLEN PAULOS • Professor of mathematics at Temple University 
and author of Innumeracy and Irreligion

“The soul is hard to let go of. The Soul Fallacy convinces us that we should—and more 
importantly, it shows us that what we have gained is much more than what we have lost. A 

challenging, informative, and wonderfully readable book.”

SEAN CARROLL • Theoretical physicist at the California Institute of Technology  
and author of The Particle at the End of the Universe

JULIEN MUSOLINO is a Franco-American cognitive scientist and an associate professor at 
Rutgers University, where he directs the Psycholinguistics Laboratory and holds a dual appointment 
in the Department of Psychology and the internationally renowned Center for Cognitive Science. 
He is the author of numerous scientific articles, and his research has been funded by the National 
Institutes of Health and the National Science Foundation.
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